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State legislatures in U.S. poised to act on abortion rights 


ak 


From Front 


By WILSON RING 
Associated Press 
MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — 
Early in the new year, the 
Vermont House of Repre- 
sentatives is due to begin 
debate on an amendment 
that would enshrine the 
right to abortion in the state 
constitution and send the 
question to voters in the fall. 
Because the process be- 
gan two years ago, it's a 
coincidence that Vermont 
lawmakers will be Consider- 
ing the Reproductive Lib- 
erty Amendment while the 
U.S. Supreme Court is con- 
sidering a case that could 
severely erode a right that 
has stood for half a century. 
The pending decision in 
that case, expected in 
mid-2022, means it's not 
just Vermont with abortion 
on the legislative agenda. 
State legislatures across the 
country will be responding 
to the possibility of seismic 
change to the 1973 Roe v. 
Wade ruling that legalized 
abortion across the US. 
Republican-led legislatures 
are ready to further restrict 
or ban abortions outright 
while Democratic-led ones 
are seeking to ensure ac- 
cess to abortion in their 
state law. 

Supporters of the proposed 
Vermont amendment had 
the possible loss of Roe in 
mind when they began the 
process in 2019 to enshrine 
"reproductive autonomy,’ 
including abortion, in the 
constitution. 

‘In my mind, there should 
be no question where Ver- 
mont stands with regard to 
its core values and funda- 
mental rights," said Demo- 
cratic state Rep. Ann Pugh, 
who chairs the commit- 
tee that will hold hearings 
on the proposal as early 
as January. "And for those 
rights and responsibilities 
and values to be protect- 
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Anti-abortion protesters demonstrate in front of the U.S. Supreme Court Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021, 
in Washington, as the court hears arguments in a case from Mississippi, where a 2018 law would 


ban abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, well before viability. 


ed more definitively, they 
need to be enshrined in our 
state constitution." 

A far different approach is 
being considered in Kan- 
sas. Republican state law- 
makers have placed on 
the state's August 2022 
orimary ballot a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
that would overturn a 2019 
state Supreme Court deéci- 
sion. That ruling declared 
abortion access a "funda- 
mental right" and part of a 
woman's inherent right to 
bodily autonomy. 

The amendment would 
say that the state consti- 
tution provides no right 
to abortion and that the 
Legislature can regulate 
it however lawmakers see 
fit — which means if Roe v. 
Wade is overturned, Kan- 
sas lawmakers could ban 
abortion completely. 

In California, lawmakers 
are expected to consider a 
plan in the coming year to 
make the state a ‘sanctvu- 
ary" for those seeking repro- 
ductive care. That could 


include paying for travel, 
lodging and procedures for 
people from other states 
where abortions have 
been restricted or perhaps 
outlawed. 

"Abortion has always been 
contentious," said Mary 
Hahn Beerworth, of the 
Vermont Right to Life Com- 
mittee, which is opposing 
Vermont's  abortion-rights 
amendment. ‘In every 
state legislature across the 
country, in every political 
election, abortion rises to 
the top. It's one of the most 
identifying issues of our 
time." 

At least 20 states, mostly 
across the South and Mid- 
west, already have laws 
that would severely restrict 
or ban abortion if the high 
court overturns Roe and 
leaves the issue up to the 
states, according to the 
Guttmacher Institute, a re- 
productive rights think tank. 
Earlier this year, Republi- 
can lawmakers in at least 
half a dozen states said 
they planned to introduce 
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legislation modeled after a 
new Texas law that effec- 
tively bans abortion about 
six weeks after conception. 
The law ts written in a way 
that is intended to circum- 
vent the federal courts by 
leaving enforcement up to 
individuals rather than the 
state. They hope it provides 
a pathway to enacting 
the kind of abortion crack- 
down they have sought for 
years. 

IN Mississiopi, Republican 
state Sen. Chris McDan- 
iel said earlier this year he 
would "absolutely" consider 
filing legislation to match 
the Texas law after a sharp- 
ly divided U.S. Supreme 
Court let that law stand, at 
least for now. 

"| think most conservative 
states in the South will look 
at this inaction by the court 
and will see that as perhaps 
a chance to move on that 
issue, he said. 

More than a dozen states, 
olus the District of Colum- 
bia, have statutory protec- 
tions in place for abortion 


rights, said Elizabeth Nash, 
a state policy analyst with 
the Guttmacher Institute. 
That includes Massachu- 
setts, where the Democrats 
who control the legislature 
earlier this year approved a 
bill over the veto of Repub- 
lican Gov. Charlie Baker 
codifying abortion rights 
into state law. 

Yet even in California, 
which already has ad- 
opted several measures to 
protect abortion access, a 
pro-choice group laid out 
A5 steps that could be tak- 
en to further protect those 
rights. 

"There is a lot of work to 
be done in order to shore 
Up abortion rights and ac- 
cess," Nash said. 

Efforts to further restrict 
access are not just com- 
ing from more traditionally 
conservative parts of the 
country. The state budget 
New Hampshire Gov. Chris 
Sununu, a Republican, 
signed in June contains a 
provision prohibiting abor- 
tion after 24 weeks of ges- 
tation, with exceptions for 
the mother's life or physical 
health. It takes effect Jan. 
1, just before the start of the 
new legislation session. 
And Republican lawmak- 
ers, Who control New 
Hampshire's legislature, are 
drafting several abortion- 
related bills, including one 
that would prohibit the pro- 
cedure after the detection 
of a fetal heartbeat. An- 
other would allow the bio- 
logical father of an unborn 
child to seek a court order 
prohibiting a woman from 
having an abortion. A third 
would repeal the prohibi- 
tion against remaining on 
a sidewalk adjacent to an 
abortion clinic. 

Nash said a handful of 
states have _ interpreted 
their state constitutions as 
protecting abortion rights, 
but Democrats in Vermont 
want to be certain.) 
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By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House committee inves- 
tigating the Jan. 6 insur- 
rection at the Capitol has 
agreed to defer its attempt 
to get hundreds of pages 
of records from the Trump 
administration, holding off 
at the request of the Biden 
White House. 

The deferral is in resoonse 
to concerns by the Biden 
White House that releasing 
all the Trump administration 
documents sought by the 
committee could compro- 
mise national security and 
executive privilege. 
President Joe Biden has re- 
peatedly rejected former 
President Donald Trump's 
blanket efforts to cite ex- 
ecutive privilege to block 
the release of documents 
surrounding that day. But 
Biden's White House Is still 
working with the commit- 
tee to shield some docu- 
ments from being turned 
over. 

Trump is appeadling to 
the Supreme Court to try 
to block the National Ar- 
chives and Records Admin- 
istration, which maintains 
custody of the documents 
from his time in office, from 
giving them to the commit- 
Tee. 

The agreement to keep 
some Trump-era records 
away from the committee 
is memorialized ina Dec. 16 
letter from the White House 
counsel's office. It mostly 
shields records that do not 
involve the events of Jan. 
6 but were covered by the 
committee's sweeping re- 
quest for documents from 
the Trump White House 
about the events of that 
day. 

Dozen of pages created 
Jan. 6 don’t pertain to the 
assault on the Capitol. Oth- 
er documents involve sen- 
sitive preparations and de- 
liberations by the National 
Security Council. Biden's 
officials were worried that 
if those pages were turned 
over fo Congress, that 
would set a troublesome 
precedent for the execu- 
tive branch, no matter who 
is president. 

Still other documents are 
highly classified and the 
White House asked Con- 








araeow 





Violent insunechonists eleva to then President Donald ino climb the west wall of the the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. 


gress to work with the fed- 
eral agencies that created 
them to discuss their re- 
lease. 

“The documents for which 
the Select Committee has 
agreed to withdraw or de- 
fer its request do not ap- 
oear to bear on the White 
House’s preparations for 
or response to the events 
of January 6, or on efforts 
to overturn the election 
or otherwise obstruct the 
peaceful transfer of pow- 
er,’ White House deputy 
counsel Jonathan Su wrote 
in one of two letters to the 
committee obtained Tues- 
day by The Associated 
Press. 

For the last several months 
the National Archives has 
been transmitting tranches 
of documents to the White 
House and to lawyers for 
Trump to determine wheth- 
er they contain any privi- 
leged information. Trump 
has raised both broad ob- 
jections to the release of 
the documents as well as 
specific concerns about 
particular documenis. 

The National Archives has 
said that the records Trump 
wants to block include 
oresidential diaries, visitor 
logs, soeech drafts, hand- 
written notes “concern- 
ing the events of January 
6” from the files of former 
chief of staff Mark Mead- 
ows, and “a draft Execu- 
tive Order on the topic of 
election integrity.” 
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White House, Jan. 6 committee agree to shield some documents 
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Biden has repeatedly re- 
jected Trump’s claims of 
executive privilege over 
those documents, includ- 
ing in a letter sent Dec. 23 
regarding about 20 pages 
of documents. 

“The President has deter- 
mined that an assertion of 
executive privilege is not 
in the best interests of the 
United States, and there- 
fore is not justified,” White 
House counsel Dana Re- 
mus reiterated in the latest 
letter. 

Trump has taken to the 
courts to block the docu- 
ment releases. A federal 
appeals court ruled this 
month against Trump, and 
he has filed an appeal to 
the Supreme Court, though 
the high court has yet fo 
decide whether to take up 
the case.L] 
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Police: 5 killed, including gunman, in Denver area shootings 


By COLLEEN SLEVIN 
Associated Press 

DENVER (AP) — Police were 
investigating Tuesday af- 
ter a gunman went on a 
shooting rampage through 
several business districts 
in the Denver area, killing 
four people and wounding 
three others, including an 
officer as police pursued 
him. 

The suspect also died Mon- 
day night after exchang- 
ing gunfire with officers in 
a shopping district in the 
Denver suburb of Lake- 
wood, police said. 

Police said they were siill 
investigating what led to 
the shootings, which mostly 
happened in commercial 
areas. 

“We need to dig in and find 
out what the motive was 
behind this,” Denver Police 
Chief Paul Pazen said at a 
news conference. 

The shootings started short- 
ly after 5 p.m. in central 
Denver along Broadway, a 
busy street lined by shops, 
bars and restaurants, where 
two women were killed and 
a man was injured, Pazen 
said. On Tuesday, candles 
and flower bouquets rested 
in the doorway of a nearby 
Tattoo shop. 

A short time later, a man 
was fatally shot in another 
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A customer walks away from the closed entrance to an Xfinity store Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021 in 
Lakewood, Colo., one of the scenes in a shooting spree that left five people dead—including the 
suspected shooter Monday evening—and left three more people wounded. 


location, Pazen said. Gun- 
shots were also fired along 
another busy street near 
Denver Health hospital, but 
no one was injured, he said. 
Later, Denver police 
chased the vehicle be- 
lieved to have been in- 
volved in the shootings and 
exchanged gunfire with 
the person inside, but the 
suspect was able to get 
away after “disabling” the 
police car, Pazen said. The 
suspect then fled into Lake- 


wood, Pazen said. 

Just before 6 p.m., the 
Lakewood Police Depart- 
ment received a_ report 
of shots fired at a business 
in Lakewood, said John 
Romero, a spokesman for 
that department. 

A gunshot victim was later 
found and pronounced 
dead aft the scene, Rome- 
ro sald. 

When officers found the 
car suspected of being in- 
volved in the Belmar shop- 
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ping area, the suspect 
opened fire and officers 
shot back. The suspect 


ran away and allegedly 
threatened someone in a 
business with a gun before 
going into a Hyatt hotel 
and shooting a clerk, who 
was taken to the hospi- 
tal, Romero said. The hotel 
clerk’s condition was not 
known. 

The gunman then fled on 
foot to a Hyatt hotel, where 
he is believed to have shot 


a clerk. He also shot and 
wounded a Lakewood po- 
lice officer after he left the 
hotel, Romero said. 

The wounded officer was 
Undergoing surgery Mon- 
day night and his condi- 
tion was not immediately 
known. 


After the officer was 
wounded, police and 
the suspect exchanged 


fire and the suspect died, 
Romero said. It was not im- 
mediately clear if police of- 
ficers had shot him. 

“This one individual was re- 
sponsible for this very vio- 
lent crime spree that took 
place this evening,” Pazen 
said. 

On Tuesday, in Lakewood's 
Belmar shopping district, 
where shops line sidewalks 
in G modern version of a 
downtown, plywood cCov- 
ered some of the windows 
of a wood-fired pizza res- 
taurant where — workers 
were cleaning up _ inside. 
Investigators also were 
checking the aluminum 
window frame of a store for 
bullet holes. 

Nearby on the street, which 
was decorated with large, 
silver holiday ornaments, 
sat an older two-door 
Honda Civic with a bullet 
through the hood and a 
flat front tire.) 





Flu is making a comeback | in U.S. after an unusual year off 





Registered nurse Megan Chamberlain gives a flu shot to Anthony 
Devitt, of Marlboro, Vt., during a flu vaccine clinic on Route 9, in 
Brattleboro, Vt., that was hosted by Visiting Nurse and Hospice 
for Vermont and New Hampshire on Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2021. 

Associated Press 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 

AP Medical Writer 

The U.S. flu season has ar- 
rived on schedule after tak- 
ing a year off, with flu hos- 


pitalizations rising and two 
child deaths reported. 

Last year’s flu season was 
the lowest on record, likely 
because COVID-19 mea- 


sures — school closures, 
distancing, masks and can- 
celed travel — prevented 
the spread of influenza, or 
because the coronavirus 
somehow pushed aside 
other viruses. 

“This is setting itself up to be 
more of a normal flu sea- 
son,” said Lynnette Bram- 
mer, who tracks flu-like ill- 
nesses for the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

The childhood deaths, 
Brammer said, are “unfor- 
tunately what we would 
expect when flu activity 
picks up. It’s a sad reminder 
of how severe flu can be.” 
During last year’s Unusu- 
ally light flu season, one 
child died. In contrast, 199 
children died from flu two 
years ago, and 144 the 
year before that. 


In the newest data, the 


most intense flu. activity 
was in the nation’s capital, 
Washington, D.C., and the 
number of states with high 
flu activity rose from three 
To seven. 

In CDC figures released 
Monday, states with high 
flu activity are New Mexi- 
co, Kansas, Indiana, New 
Jersey, Tennessee, Georgia 
and North Dakota. 

The type of virus circulating 
this year tends to cause the 
largest amount of severe 
disease, especially in the 
elderly and the very young, 
Brammer said. 

Last year’s break from the 
flu made it more challeng- 
ing to plan for this year’s 
flu vaccine. So far, it looks 
like what's circulating is in 
a slightly different subgroup 
from what the vaccine tar- 
gets, but it’s “really too ear- 
ly to know” whether that 


will blunt the vaccine’s ef- 
fectiveness, Brammer said. 
“We'll have to see what 
the impact of these little 
changes” will be, Brammer 
said. “Flu vaccine is your 
best way to protect your- 
self against flu.” 

There are early signs that 
fewer people are getting 
flu shots compared with last 
yeor. 

With hospitals already 
stretched by COVID-19, It’s 
more important than ever 
to get a flu shot and take 
other precautions, Bram- 
mer said. 

“Cover your cough. Wash 
your hands. Stay home if 
you're sick,” Brammer said. 
“If you do get flu, there are 
antivirals you can talk to 
your doctor about that can 
orevent severe illness and 
helo you stay out of the 
hospital.”L) 
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BANGKOK (AP) — The hv- 
manitarian group Save 
the Children said Tuesday 
it has confirmed that two 
of its staff were among at 
least 35 people, including 
children, who were killed 
in eastern Myanmar on 
Christmas Eve in an attack 
it blamed on the country’s 
military. 

It said the two staff mem- 
bers were caught up in the 
attack in Kayah state as 
they were traveling back to 
their office after conduct- 
ing humanitarian activities 
In a nearby community. 
“Violence against innocent 
civilians including aid work- 
ers is intolerable, and this 
senseless attack Is a breach 
of International Humanitar- 
ian Law,” the group's chief 
executive, Inger Ashing, 
said in a statement. 

“This is not an isolated 
event. The people of Myan- 
mar continue to be target- 
ed with increasing violence 
and these events demand 
an immediate response,” 
Ashing said. 

The army seized power 
in February, ousting the 
elected government and 
arresting top officials. Its 
action was met by non- 
violent nationwide dem- 
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Save the Children staff confirmed dead in Myanmar massacre 
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In this photo provided by the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF), vehicles smolder in 


Hpruso township, Kayah state, Myanmar, Friday, Dec. 24, 2021. 


onstrations, which security 
forces quashed with dead- 
ly force, killing nearly 1,400 
civillans, according to the 
Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners. 

Peaceful protests have 
continued, but an armed 
resistance has also grown 
amid the severe crack- 
down, to the point that 
U.N. experts have warned 


the country could be slid- 
ing into civil war. 

Save the Children called 
on the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil fo respond to the army 
violence with steps includ- 
ing an arms embargo. It 
also urged the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
to press for the implemen- 
tation of an agreement 
reached in April with Myan- 
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mar’s leader calling for the 
cessation of violence in the 
country and mediation by 
an ASEAN special envoy. 
Photos of the attack have 
soread on social media in 
Myanmar, fueling outrage 
against the military. 

The photos show the 
charred bodies of over 30 
people in three burned-out 
vehicles who were report- 


edly shot by government 
troops as they were fleeing 
combat. 

On Sunday, the U.S. Embas- 
sy in Myanmar said it was 
appalled by the “barbaric 
attack in Kayah state that 
killed at least 35 civilians, 
including women and chil- 
dren.” 

“We will continue to press 
for accountability for the 
perpetrators of the ongo- 
ing campaign of violence 
against the people of Bur- 
ma,” it said, using Myan- 
mar’s previous name. 

A villager who said he went 
to the scene told The As- 
sociated Press that the vic- 
tims had fled the fighting 
between armed resistance 
groups and Myanmar’s 
army near Koi Ngan village, 
which is just beside Mo So, 
on Friday. 

A report in the state-run 
Myanma Alinn newspaper 
on Saturday said the fight- 
ing near Mo So broke out 
on Friday when members 
of ethnic guerrilla forces, 
known as the Karenni Na- 
tional Progressive Party, 
and those opposed fo 
the military drove in “sus- 
picious” vehicles and at- 
tacked security forces after 
refusing to stop. L) 





Yemen rebels allow U.N. 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — The lran- 
backed rebels in Yemen 
said Tuesday they are tem- 
porarily allowing U.N. hvu- 
manitarian flights to land 
at the airport in the capital, 
Sanaa, following a week- 
long halt in flights into the 
northern, rebel-held _ terri- 
Tory. 

The rebel Houthis, who con- 
trol Sanaa and much of Ye- 
men’s north, had barred 
U.N. and other humanitar- 
ian flights from landing at 
the airoort amid heavy air- 
strikes by the Saudi-led co- 
alition on the capital and 
Houthis’ cross-border mis- 
sile and drone attacks on 
the kingdom. 

At the time, the U.N. food 
program said the Houthis 
claimed the airoort had 
become “unserviceable 
due to technical issue.” 


The rebels accused the 
Saudli-led coalition of 
blocking the arrival of new 
air traffic control equip- 
ment. The coalition has 





flights temporarily into Sanaa airport 


been fighting to restore Ye- 
men’s internationally rec- 
ognized government to 
power and maintains an 
air, land and sea blockade 


A Yemeni man who was severely injured when a ballistic missile 
and an explosive-laden drone fired by Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
hit a fuel station in the Rawdha neighborhood of Marib, Yemen, 
receives treatment at a hospital in Marib, on June 21, 2021. 

Associated Press 


of Sanaa and the north. 
The Sanaa airport “is ready 
to receive flights” from the 
U.N. and other internation- 
al humanitarian agencies, 
the Houthis said Tuesday. 
They also urged the United 
Nations to help facilitate 
the arrival of the air control 
equipment from Djibouti. 
Yemen's war erupted in 
2014, when the Houthis 
seized Sana and forced 
the government into exile 
in Saudi Arabia. The coali- 
tion entered the conflict in 
March 2015. 

The U.N. envoy to Yemen, 
Hans Grundberg, de- 
nounced the latest uptick 
in fighting in Yemen, partic- 
ularly the continued Houthi 
offensive on the govern- 
ment-held city of Marib. 
“The escalation in recent 
weeks Is among the worst 
we have seen in Yemen for 
years and the threat to ci- 


vilian lives is increasing,” he 
said. 

Grundberg also voiced 
concerns over deadly co- 
alition airstrikes on Sanaa 
and the Houthi attacks on 
Saudi Arabia, and urged 
the waring sides to engage 
with U.N. efforts to de-esca- 
late the violence, address 
urgent humanitarian needs 
and launch a political pro- 
cess to end the conflict. 
Also Tuesday, two. U.N. 
agencies revealed that the 
Houthis arrested two of their 
employees in Sanaa in ear- 
ly November. UNESCO and 
the U.N. human rights office 
said no legal grounds were 
given for their detention. 
Both agencies expressed 
concern for their employ- 
ees’ well-being and called 
for their immediate release. 
A Houthi spokesman did 
not answer phone. calls 
seeking comment.L) 
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Israeli PM says not opposed to ‘good’ nuclear deal with lran 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — |Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett said Tuesday he is 
not opposed to a “good” 
nuclear deal between 
lran and world powers, 
but voiced skepticism that 
such an outcome would 
emerge from the current 
negotiations. 

Bennett sooke a day after 
negotiators from Iran and 
five world powers resumed 
talks in Vienna on restor- 
ing Tehran's tattered 2015 
nuclear deal. He reiterated 
that Israel was not bound 
by any accord, leaving 
it room to maneuver milli- 
tarily. “At the end of the 
day, of course there can 
be a good deal,” Bennett 
told Israeli Army Radio. “Is 
that, at the moment, un- 
der the current dynamic, 
expected to happen? No, 
because a much harder 
stance is needed.” Mean- 
while, negotiators from the 
three western European 
countries negotiating with 
lran to revive the nuclear 
deal said they're not set- 
ting any “artificial dead- 
line” for an agreement but 
stressed anew that there 
are “weeks, not months” in 
which to reach one. 
Bennett also denied claims 





Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, rear and wearing a face mask, attends during a cabinet 
meeting at the prime minister's office in Jerusalem, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021. 


by former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu that 
he had agreed to da pol- 
icy of “no surprises” with 
Washington, meaning that 
it would be frank about its 
military intentions regard- 
ing Iran with its prime ally 
and thus be potentially 
hobbled. “Israel will always 
maintain its right to act and 
will defend itself by itself,” 
he said. Israel has watched 
with concern as European 
nations, Russia and China 
have restarted talks with 
lran inrecent weeks. Tehran 


has taken a hard stance in 
the negotiations, suggest- 
ing everything discussed in 
orevious rounds of diplo- 
macy could be renegotiat- 
ed and demanding sanc- 
tions relief even as it ramps 
Up Ifs nuclear program. 

Bennett has urged nego- 
tiators to tow a firmer line 
against Iran. Israel is not a 
oarty to the talks but has 
engaged in a blitz of diplo- 
macy on the sidelines in an 
attempt to sway allies to 
Out More pressure on lran to 
rein in its nuclear program. 


Associated Press 


In Tehran, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amirabdol- 
lahian told state TV that a 
“quick and proper agree- 
ment in the near future” is 
possible if the other parties 
to the negotiations demon- 
Strate “seriousness along- 
side goodwill.” 

Tehran's landmark 2015 ac- 
cord granted Iran sanctions 
relief in exchange for curbs 
on its nuclear program. 
But in 2018, then-President 
Donald Trump withdrew 
America from the deal and 
imposed sweeping sanc- 
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tions on Iran. The other sig- 
natories have struggled to 
keep the agreement alive. 
The latest round of talks in 
Vienna, the eighth, opened 
Monday, 10 days after ne- 
gotiations were adjourned 
for the Iranian negotiator 
to return home for consul- 
tations. The previous round, 
the first after a more than 
five-month gap caused by 
the arrival of a new hard- 
line government in_ lran, 
was marked by tensions 
over new Iranian demands. 
lran says its nuclear activi- 
ties are for peaceful pur- 
poses. Israel considers Iran 
to be its greatest enemy 
and It strongly opposed the 
2015 deal. It says it wants 
an improved deal that 
places tighter restrictions 
on Iran's nuclear program 
and addresses lran’s long- 
range missile program and 
its support for hostile proxies 
along Israel's borders. 

Israel also says that the ne- 
gotiations must be accom- 
panied by a “credible” mil- 
itary threat to ensure that 
lran does not delay indefi- 
nitely. Negotiators from Brit- 
ain, France and Germany 
said Tuesday they are not 
setting an “artificial” dead- 
line for talks but stressed 
that “this negotiation is ur- 
gent.” ) 





World's fair in Dubai warns of possible closures over virus 


By ISABEL DEBRE 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — The multibillion- 
dollar world’s fair in Dubai 
has warned that some ven- 
ues on site may shut down 


as coronavirus cases rap- 
idly rise in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Dubai's Expo 2020 said that 
virus outbreaks among staff 
may force some parts of 
the fair to “close temporar- 





A man waves the national flag during celebrations for the UAE 
50th National Day, at the EXPO 2020 Dubai, in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, Dec. 2, 2021. 


Associated Press 


ily for deep cleaning and 
sanitization,” without elab- 
orating on the scope or the 
location of the infections. 
The UAE's daily virus casel- 
oad has skyrocketed by a 
multiple of 37 in just the last 
three weeks after the ar- 
rival of the omicron variant. 
The vague statement from 
Dubai's government-run 
media office on Monday 
Underscores the daunt- 
ing challenges of hosting 
among the world’s first ma- 
jor in-person events amid a 
still-raging pandemic. The 
fair opened in October af- 
ter a year's delay as the 
UAE bet that its rapid vac- 
cine rollout would allow its 
economy to avoid the clo- 
sures that have paralyzed 
much of the West. 

Expo tries to enforce vari- 
Ous virus precautions, with 


face masks mandatory 
on the fairgrounds and a 
vaccination certificate or 
recent negative virus test 
needed for entry. But the 
highly transmissible omicron 
variant, which is thought to 
evade immunity from vac- 
cination, poses a new fest. 
There have been no Vis- 
ible social distancing re- 
quirements at Expo’s mas- 
sive concerts in recent 
weeks where revelers have 
rammed up against each 
other, waving their hands 
to the music. 

With Dubai's peak winter 
tourism season in full swing, 
the world’s fair has vaulted 
into the spotlight. Millions 
of tourists from around the 
world are flocking to the 
sprawling site packed with 
scores of national pavilions, 
restaurants, shops and per- 


formance stages. Christ- 
mas parades drew crowds 
last week and Expo is now 
gearing up for big concerts 
to attract party-goers on 
New Year’s Eve. 

New Year's Eve bashes last 
year in Dubai helped drive 
Qa drastic surge in virus cas- 
es In the Emirates as tour- 
ists escaped lockdowns at 
home. 

Infections now hover be- 

low those heights but are 
climbing fast. The daily in- 
fection toll exceeded 1,840 
on Tuesday, the highest in 
six months. 
The more conservative 
capital of Abu Dhabi on 
Tuesday ramped up virus 
checks on the highway 
from Dubai to make sure 
all vaccinated drivers also 
had tested negative within 
the last two weeks. L) 
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Russian court dete renowned rights group 


By DASHA LITVINOVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia's 
highest court on Tuesday 
shut down one of the coun- 
try's oldest and most promi- 
nent human rights organi- 
zations, the latest move in 
a relentless crackdown on 


rights activists, indepen- 
dent media and opposition 
supporters. 


The Supreme Court's. rul- 
ing to close Memorial, an 
international Numan rights 
group that drew _ interna- 
tional acclaim for its studies 
of political repression in the 
Soviet Union, sparked inter- 
national outrage. 

Memorial is made up 
of more than 50 small- 
er groups in Russia and 
abroad. If was declared 
a "foreign agent" in 2016 
— q label that implies ad- 
ditional government scru- 
tiny and carries strong pe- 
jorative connotations that 
can discredit the targeted 
organization. Prosecutors 
said the group repeatedly 
failed to identify itself as a 
foreign agent and tried to 
conceal the designation, 
the accusations rejected 
by Memorial. 

During the hearing, pros- 
ecutors also charged that 
Memorial "creates a false 
image of the USSR as a 
terrorist state," a claim the 
group said revealed the 
authorities’ real motive. 
"The Supreme Court's ruling 
confirmed once again that 
the history of political terror 
organized and directed by 
the government isn't an ac- 
ademic issue that Is interest- 
ing only for experts, but an 
acute problem of today," 
Memorial said in a state- 
ment. "Memorial embodies 
the Russian citizens’ need 
to know the truth about the 
country's tragic path and 
the fate of millions. No one 
would be able to ‘liquidate’ 
that need." 

The group said it would 


appeal the verdict and 
pledged to continue its 
work. 

"Of course, nothing is over 
with this," Maria Eismont, 
one of the lawyers that 
represented the group in 
court, said after the ruling. 
"We will aqopeal, and Me- 
morial will live on with the 
people — because it's the 
people behind it serving 
this great cause first and 
foremost. The work will con- 
tinue." 

A crowd that gathered 
in front of the courthouse 
on Tuesday erupted into 
chants of "Disgrace!" in re- 
sponse fo the ruling. Police 
detained several people 
who picketed the court- 
house. 

The Council of Europe's 
Secretary General, Marija 
Pejcinovic Buric, described 
the move as "devastating 
news and "a dark day for 
civil society in the Russian 
Federation." 

Amnesty International 
called Memorial's closure 
"a blatant attack on Civil 
society that seeks to blur 
the national memory of 
state repression’ and ‘a 
grave insult to victims of the 
Russian Gulag." 

U.S. Ambassador John Sul- 
livan deplored the court's 
verdict as "a blatant and 
tragic attempt to suppress 
freedom of expression and 
erase history." 

French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian ex- 
pressed ‘indignation and 
concern’ at the shutdown 
of the NGO Memorial Inter- 
national, calling it "a terrible 
loss for the Russian people." 
"This announcement _ is 
deeply worrying about the 
future of historical research 
and the defense of human 
rights in Russia," he said in a 
statement. 

Memorial's sister organiza- 
tion, the Memorial Human 
Rights Center, is up for clo- 
sure as well, with a court 


hearing Wednesday morn- 
ing in Moscow City Court. 

Russian authorities in recent 
months have ratcheted up 
pressure on rights groups, 
media outlets and indi- 
vidual journalists, naming 
dozens as foreign agents. 
Some were outlawed as 
“undesirable” and several 
were forced to shut down 
or disband themselves to 


prevent further prosecu- 
tion. 
On Saturday, authorities 


blocked the website of 
OVD-Info — a prominent le- 
gal aid group that focuses 
on political arrests — and 
urged social media plat- 
forms to take down its ac- 
counts after a court ruled 
that the website contained 
materials that "justify ac- 
tions of extremist and ter- 
rorist Groups." 

The group rejected the 
charges as politically driv- 
en. 

OVD-Info condemned the 
ruling to shut down Memo- 
rial. 

“Memorial is an_ institution 
of national memory about 
the times of the Great Terror 
and Soviet repressions," the 
group said in a statement, 
adding that its closure 
amounted to an attempt 
to justify Soviet dictator Jo- 
sef Stalin's reporessions." "It is 
a clear signal both to soci- 
ety and fo the elites: ‘Yes, 
repressions were necessary 
and useful to the Soviet 
state in the past, and we 
need them today as well.” 
On Tuesday, five associates 
of imprisoned opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny were 
taken into custody. Earlier 
this year, a Moscow court 
outlawed Navalny's orga- 
nizations — the Foundation 
for Fighting Corruption and 
his country-wide network 
of regional offices — as ex- 
tremist, exposing their staff 
members and supporters to 
prosecution. 

One of the five detained 
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Police officers detain a demonstrator as Secale aathedl In front of 
the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, in Moscow, Russia, 


Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021. 


activists, Ksenia Fadeyeva, 
is reportedly facing charg- 
es of forming an extremist 
group. Fadeyeva used fo 
run Navalny's regional of- 
fice in the Siberian city of 
Tomsk, and in last year's 
election won a seat in the 
city legislature. Another 





Associated Press 


Navalny associate, Lilia 
Chanysheva, was arrested 
and jailed in November on 
similar charges. She used 
to head Navalny's office in 
the Russian region of Bash- 
kortostan and Is facing up 
to 10 years in prison, if con- 
victed. _) 
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Counting Down fo the New Year Celebration | in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - The holiday 
cheer in Aruba does not 
stop once Christmas cel- 
ebrations come to an end, 
rather it is time for part two! 
Yes, New Year celebrations 
are up next! In Aruba, this 
means’ getting together 
with loved ones, setting off 
pagara and fireworks, in- 
dulging in good food, and 
toasting to the good life! 


While this year’s celebra- 
tions may look a bit differ- 
ent due to COVID-related 
safety measures, there is 
still much fun to be had! 
Start your evening off with 
Qa dinner surrounded by 









your family and _ besties, 
and finish it off by gazing at 
the fireworks from your ho- 
tel balcony or the beach 
down below! If you are in 
Aruba for this fun time of 
year, or, If you plan to visit 
next holiday season, here is 
an overview of what to ex- 
pect: 


Pagara and Champagne 
toasts all day long 

For those of you not famil- 
iar with Pagara, If is a long 
string of Chinese firecrack- 
ers. The Pagara Is set off all 
around the island on New 
Year's Eve Day and marks 
the end of the year for lo- 
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Explore Arubas Newest Rooftop Restaurant 


— Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
OPEN DAILY FROM 7AM 





Q @ @radissonbluaruba | T:526-5000 | concierge@radissonbluaruba.com 


cal businesses. Ifs main pur- 
pose is to celebrate suc- 
cess of the past year and 
to ward off any evil spirits 
that may come their way. 
By now it is not just done by 
businesses but also by fami- 
lies. It's tradition to gather 
with your friends, family, or 
coworkers, light the pag- 
ara, and have a Cham- 
pagne toast (or three). This 
tradition kicks off the New 
Year celebration § rather 
early in the day and can 
last until late afternoon. 
While this has been a long- 
time tradition on the island, 
it is certainly becoming 
more infrequent, and for 
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good reason! Many resorts 
and local companies are 
reverting to other New Year 
celebrations that are more 
environmentally — friendly. 
Simply put, pagara can 
leave a big mess on the 
streets (and scare off ani- 
mals and wildlife), and un- 
less it’s properly cleaned up 
this fun tradition becomes 
nothing but littering and a 
threat to the environment 
of our beautiful island. 


New Year's Eve festivities 
Once the pagara celebra- 
tions have come to an end 
it’s time to freshen Up and 
get ready for the main at- 
traction, New Year's Eve of 
course! 

Once the sun sets the fire- 
works shows begin! Fire- 
works are set off at all hours 
of the night throughout the 
island's neighborhoods. 
And aft last, for the final 
hooray, just before mid- 
night, certain resort areas 
begin their grand fireworks 
show. Find a high spot on 
the island to witness the 
spectacular panoramic is- 
land view of magic from 
above, or ploo down on 
the beach and gaze up at 
the sky for a breathtaking 
show. 


There are plenty of special 





dinners held at restaurants 
and resorts. As just recently 
announced by the local 
Government, this year New 


Year’s parties are can- 
celed related to current 
COVID safety regulations. 
However, there is still plenty 
of opportunity to dine and 
enjoy the special evening. 
It is important to note this 
year all restaurants (that 
are not located on a resort 
property) have a closing 
time of 1 AM. New 


Year’s Day calls for brunch 
and beach! 

After a night of celebrating 
there are two types of peo- 
ple, those that crawl right 
into bed to get some shut- 
eye and rest, and those 
that want to keep the par- 
ty going. If you find yourself 
as the latter, then this clear- 
ly calls for a delicious and 
satisfying New Year's Day 
Brunch, followed by hitting 
the beach for some sun, 
dip in the sea, and fun (ora 
much-needed nap). 


As you may have been 
able to tell, the holiday tra- 
dition here in Aruba is one 
of a kind, you really must 
try it for yourself. But please, 
do remember to celebrate 
responsibly and to always 
clean up after yourself!) 
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WIN S10 UP TO $1,000 IN EREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB? 
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— WIN A SHARE OF UP 10 — 
Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 
Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 


Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 
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COVID-19 Testing Near You 


NOORD — Urgent Care Aruba, the 
number one Urgent Care on the is- 
land, together with Medlab Labo- 
ratory Aruba, an accredited ISO 
15189 laboratory, would like to wel- 
come you to the island of Aruba. 


Either you are a first-timer or a re- 
peat visitor. During your stay, you 
will probably explore the island, 
eat great food, go snorkeling, eat 
a picnic by the beach, go to dif- 
ferent beaches, you name it. Va- 
cation time is YOUR time, and you 
deserve if. 


With multiple established testing 
centers on the island to accommo- 
date your testing needs. Whether 
you're traveling to the U.S. (Read 
U.S. entry requirements: httos:// 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/20 1 9- 
ncov/travelers/testing-internation- 
al-air-travelers.ntml) or you~ are 
traveling to another country re- 
questing a PCR or Antigen test re- 
sult. 


Find a testing location near you at 
participating hotels for a conve- 
nient and professional testing ex- 
perience. Are you not staying at a 
resorte Find other established test- 
ing center possibilities. 





Request Domicile Service for easy 
testing for large groups staying at 
an Aironb or Condominium. An ad- 
ditional charge of $50 per group. 


Scan QR-Code and find locations 
and opening hours at: www.covi- 
daruba.com. 


Note: It is required for guests to 
bring their passports to the ap- 
pointment. The use of a face mask 
is mandatory. 

Location list: 

iP Noord Medical Center — For 
all outbound/ departing passen- 
gers 


2 Urgent Care Aruba - For all 
outbound/ departing passengers 
oF COVID Test Center Benu 


Oliva Superfood Plaza — For all out- 
bound/ departing passengers 


A, Medlab Shaba - For all out- 
bound/ departing passengers 
oO: Medlab Centro Medico 


San Nicolaas — For all outbound/ 
departing passengers 

6. Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino — For guests staying 
at the resort 


7; Marriott's Aruba Surf Club — 
For guests staying at the resort 
8. Holiday Inn Resort Aruba — 


i guests staying at the resort 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 


- i / 
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Aruba — For guests staying at the 
resort 

10. RIU Palace Aruba - For 
guests staying at the resort 

iar Hotel RIU Palace Antillas — 
For guests staying at the resort 

iz. Eagle Aruba Resort & Casi- 
no — For guests staying at the resort 


I. Costa Linda Beach Resort — 
For guests staying at the resort 
4. Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort 


— For guests staying at the resort 
15. Manchebo Beach Resort & 
Spa — For guests staying at the re- 
sort 

16. Casa del Mar Beach Resort 
& Aruba Beach Club — For guests 
staying at the resorts 

\7. Caribbean Palm Village 
Resort — For guests staying at the 
resort 





For more information, visit www.co- 
vidaruba.com, email covid@lab. 
aw, Invoice request Shakira.phil- 
ilps@lab.aw, Noord Medical Center 
Noord 63 +297 586 1600, WhatsApp 
Customer Care +297 699 5551.L)} 
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Elements Restaurant Present Aruba’s only Authentic Aruban & Caribbean Buffet 
A feast of traditional Aruban and Caribbean flavors and ingredients 
overlooking one of the most spectacular beaches in the world 





































EAGLE BEACH — Elements Restaurant, located at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, proudly 
reveals its Authentic Aruban & Caribbean Buffet, available every Monday through 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM for $24.50 per person. On Sundays the restaurant 
continues with its famous Sunday Brunch. 


“We wanted to create an authentic Aruban menu that, with each bite, will take you 
back-in-time to your childhood home. We want you to relive the nostalgic flavors of 
the stews and desserts your parents and grandparents prepared. For our international 
customers, we want them to enjoy a traditional and culturally enrich dining experi- 
ence.” Ewald Biemans, owner/CEO of Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, explains. 


Executive Chef Marc Giesbers, Director of Food and Beverage, and his team of lo- 
cal & Caribbean chefs have been working hard and testing out different dishes to 
reimagine your lunch dining experience. The rotating menu has everything from local 
cornbread to polenta sticks, plantains, corn patties, Aruban ceviche, seafood salad, 
sulz, pickled pork, blood sausage, CUucuUMber or papaya stoba, beef or chicken stews, 
fish or chicken soup, jerk chicken, Caribbean seafood paella, a pasta station, and 
a dessert tasting of flan, cashew cake, local fruit cake, and much more! “Our team 
is Incredibly diverse, and our buffet assortment highlights this. Besides our traditional 
local dishes made by our Aruban chefs and cooks, we also offer various Caribbean 
dishes created by our Jamaican, Dominican, Haitian, Colombian, and Venezuelan 
chefs and cooks. Each chef or cook concentrates on making an authentic dish from 
their region, highlighting the delightful palettes they remember from infancy.” Chef 
Marc explains. “It is also important to us to support our local farmers as much as pos- 
sible. Our assortment rotates to include ingredients that are in season, and we source 
as much as we can locally or from nearby regions.” 1 The award-winning and adults- 
only beachfront restaurant will also continue to offer their regular a-la-carte menus, 
which cater to all dietary needs, including vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free diets. 


Don’t forget that the restaurant also offers its ultra romantic private dinners for two in 
one of their famous beach cabanas. Guests can enjoy their meal and a Caribbean 
cocktail or mocktail overlooking the soectacular Eagle Beach on Elements’ outdoor 
seating deck. Reservations are recommended and be mindful that the restaurant 
does not seat groups larger than six persons and does not take cash (all major credit 
and debit cards are accepted). 


For reservations, please visit www.elementsaruba.com or call +297 583 1100.) 
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China pursues tech ‘self-reliance,’ fueling global unease 


By JOE McDONALD 

AP Business Writer 

BEIJING (AP) — To help 
make China a self-reliant 
‘Technology superoower,” 
the ruling Communist Party 
is pushing the world's big- 
gest e-commerce com- 
pany to take on the tricky, 
expensive business of de- 
signing ifs Own processor 
chips — a business unlike 
anything Alibaba Group 
has done before. 

Its 3-year-old chip unit, T- 
Head, unveiled its third 
orocessor In October, the 
Yitian 710 for Alibaba's 
cloud computing business. 
Alibaba says for now, it has 
no plans to sell the chip to 
outsiders. 

Other rookie chip devel- 
opers including Tencenf, a 
games and social media 
giant, and smartphone 
brand Xiaomi are pledg- 
ing billions of dollars in line 
with official plans to create 
computing, clean energy 
and other technology that 
can build China's wealth 
and global influence. 
Processor chips play an in- 
creasingly critical role in 
oroducts from smartohones 
and cars to medical devic- 
es and home appliances. 
Shortages due to the coro- 
navirus pandemic are dis- 
rupting global manufactur- 
ing and adding to worries 
about supplies. 

Chips are a top priority in 
the ruling Communist Par- 
ty's marathon campaign 
to end China's reliance on 
technology from the United 
States, Japan and other 
suppliers Beijing sees as po- 
tential economic and stra- 
tegic rivals. If it succeeds, 
business and political lead- 
ers warn that might slow 
down innovation, disrupt 
global trade and make the 
world poorer. 

'Self-reliance is the founda- 
tion for the Chinese nation," 
President Xi Jinping said 
in a speech released in 
March. He called for China 
to become a ‘technology 
superpower’ to safeguard 
"national economic secu- 
rity." 

"We must strive to become 
the world's main center 
of science and the high 
ground of innovation," Xi 
said. 

Beijing might be chasing 


This photo shows a view of the ARM-structure server processor Yitian 710, developed by Alibaba's 





in-house semiconductor unit T-Head, at the Apsara Conference, an annual cloud service 
technology forum hosted by Alibaba Group, in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province on 


Oct. 19, 2021. 


a costly disappointment. 
Even with huge official in- 
vestments, businessoeople 
and analysts say chiomak- 
ers and other companies 
will struggle to compete 
if they detach from glob- 
al suppliers of advanced 
components and tech- 
nology — a goal no other 
country is pursuing. 

"It's hard to imagine any 
one country rebuilding alll 
of that and having the best 
technology,’ said Peter 
Hanbury, who follows the 
industry for Bain & Co. 
Beijing's campaign is add- 
ing to tension with Wash- 
ington and Europe, which 
see China as a strategic 
competitor and complain it 
steals technology. They lim- 
it access to tools needed to 
improve its industries. 

If the world were to de- 
couple, or split info markets 
with incompatible — stan- 
dards and products, U.S.- 
or European-made parts 
might not work in Chinese 
computers or cars. Smart- 
ohone makers who have 
a single dominant global 
operating system and two 
network standards might 
need to make unique ver- 
sions for different markets. 
That could slow down de- 


velopment. 
Washington and Beijing 
need to “avoid that the 


world becomes separat- 
ed," U.N. Secretary-General 


Antonio Guterres told The 
Associated Press in Sep- 
tember. 

China's factories assemble 
the world's smartphones 
and tablet computers but 
need components from 
the United States, Europe, 
Japan, Taiwan and South 
Korea. Chios are China's 
biggest import, ahead of 
crude oil, at more than 
$300 billion last year. 
Official urgency over that 
grew after Huawei Tech- 
nologies Ltd., China's first 
global tech brand, lost ac- 
cess to U.S. chips and other 
technology in 2018 under 
sanctions imposed by the 
White House. 

That crippled the telecom 
equipment maker's ambi- 
tion to be a leader in next- 
generation smartohones. 
American officials say Hua- 
wel is a security risk and 
might aid Chinese spying, 
an accusation the compa- 
ny denies. 

Huawei and some Chinese 
rivals are close to match- 
ing Intel Corp., Qualcomm 
Inc., South Korea's Samsung 
Electronics and Britain's Arm 
Ltd. at being able to design 
bleeding edge’ logic chips 
for smartohones, accord- 
ing to industry analysts. 

But when it comes to mak- 
ing them, foundries such 
as state-owned SMIC _ in 
Shanghai are up to a de- 
cade behind industry lead- 


Associated Press 


ers including TSMC, or Tal- 
wan Semiconductor Manvu- 
facturing Corp., which pro- 
duces chips for Apple Inc. 
and other global brands. 
Even companies such as 
Alibaba that can design 
chips likely will need Tai- 
wanese or other foreign 
foundries to make them. 
Alibaba's Yitian 710° re- 
quires precision no Chinese 
foundry can achieve. The 
company declined fo say 
which foreign producer it 
will Use. 

"My country still faces a big 
gap in chip technology,’ 
said industry analyst Liu 
Chuntian of Zero Power In- 
telligence Group. 

China accounts for 23% 
of global chip production 
capacity but only 7.6% of 
sales. 

Packing millions of transis- 
tors onto a_ fingernail-size 
Sliver of silicon requires 
some 1,500 steps, micro- 
SCOpIC precision and ar- 
cane technologies owned 
by a handful of U.S., Euro- 
pean, Japanese and other 
SUPpIiers. 

They include KLA Corp. in 
California for super-precise 
measurement and Japan's 
TEL for machines to apply 
coatings a few molecules 
thick. 

Many are covered by re- 
strictions on "dual use" 
technologies that can be 
used in weapons. 


China "lags significantly" in 
tools, materials and pro- 
duction technology, the 
Semiconductor Industry As- 
sociation said in a report 
this year. 

Washington and Europe, 
citing security worries, 
block access to the most 
advanced tools Chinese 
chipmakers need to match 
global leaders in precision 
and efficiency. 

Without those, China is fall- 
ing farther behind, said 
Bain's Hanbury. 

‘The TSMC horse is_ sprint- 
INg away and the Chinese 
horse is stooped," he said. 
"They can't move forward." 
Washington stepped up 
oressure on Huawel_ last 
year by barring global 
foundries from using Ameri- 
can technology fo pro- 
duce its chips. U.S. vendors 
can sell chips to the com- 
pany, but not for next-gen- 
eration "5G" smartphones. 

For its part, the European 
Union said it will review for- 
eign investments after com- 
plaints China was eroding 
Europe's technology lead 
by purchasing important 
assets such as German ro- 
bot maker Kuka. 

Alibaba's Yitian 710 Is 
based on architecture from 
Britain's Arm, highlighting 
China's enduring need for 
foreign know-how. Alibaba 
said it still will work closely 
with longtime foreign sup- 
pliers Intel, Arm, Nvidia 
Corp. and Advanced Mi- 
cro Devices, Inc. 

T-Head's first chip, the 
Hanguang 800, was an- 
nounced in 2019 for artifi- 
cial intelligence. Its second, 
the Xuantie 910, is for self- 
driving cars and other func- 
tions. 

Beijing says if will spend 
$150 billion from 2014 
through 2030 to develop its 
chip industry, but even that 
is a fraction of what global 
leaders invest. TSMC plans 
to soend $100 billion in 
the next three years on re- 
search and manufacturing. 
China is trying to buy expe- 
rience by hiring engineers 
from TSMC and other Tai- 
wanese producers. Taiwan, 
which Beijing claims as 
part of its territory and has 
threatened to attack, has 
resoonded by _ imposing 
curbs on job advertising.LJ 
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Esports giant Riot settles discrimination 
case for $100M 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Riot 
Games, the publisher be- 
hind esports giant “League 
of Legends,” agreed Mon- 
day night to pay $100 mil- 
lion to settle a class-action 
lawsuit alleging pay dispar- 
ity, gender discrimination 
and sexual harassment. 
The lawsuit was filed in No- 
vember 2018 after gaming 
website Kotaku published 
a story detailing a sexist Cul- 
ture at Los Angeles-based 
Riot Games that included 
women being passed over 
for promotions, unwanted 
sexual advances and men 
questioning women about 
the legitimacy of their vid- 
eo game fandom. Other 
former employees _ later 
came forward with similar 
claims. 

The California Department 
of Fair Employment said the 
suit will remedy violations 
against more than 1,000 fe- 
male employees and 1,300 
female contract workers. 
Riot has also agreed to 
improve conditions and 
provide a more equitable 
workplace for female em- 





Competitors play in a “League of Legends” 


ij 


championship 


series video game competition at the Penny Arcade Expo, a 
fan-centric celebration of gaming, in Seattle on Aug. 29, 2014. 


ployees and applicants. 

“lam so glad we achieved 
this first step toward jus- 
tice for the women of Riot 
Games,” former employee 
and plaintiff Jes Negron 
said in a statement. “I 
hope this case serves as an 
example for other studios 
and an inspiration for wom- 
en in the industry at large. 
Women in gaming do not 
have to suffer inequity 
and harassment in silence 


Beautiful Latin Girls > 
Pick-up & Delivery iL 
© +297 565-9535 _ 
WWW. PLEASUREINARUBALE 




















Associated Press 


change Is possible.” 
“League of Legends” is 
the world’s most popular 
esoort, and Riot Games 
operates its 12 professional 
international leagues. 

The publisher said in No- 
vember the player base 
for games in the “League 
of Legends” universe had 
surpassed 180 million play- 
ers per month. 

The lawsuit filed in Novem- 
ber 2018 alleged equal 
pay violations, gender dis- 
crimination, sexual harass- 
ment and retaliation to- 
ward female employees.) 


HTTA 

Marriott surf club 

palm beach 

Paltinum Plus 

2 BR wk 51/ 52 O.F.$ 160 K 

2 BR wk 51/ 52 O.S $55 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf club 
Platinum 

2BRG.V$ 16K 

2 BRO.V $17 K 

2 BRO.S $18 K 

2 BRO.F $ 25K 

3 BR O.V $28 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean club 

Platinum 

2 BR O.F. $28 K 

2 BR O.V.$18 K 

1 BR O.F.$ 13K 

1 BR O.V$11 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214923 
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HTTA 

Do you want to sell your 

Time -share, Condo or house? 
Call the experts 36 years of do- 
ing honest 

Business 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio week # 1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $7 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador wings 

( casa del mar ) 

Eagle beach 

1 BR week 52 room # 1235 
Price: $ 10K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR week # 51 room # 2530 
Ocean view $ 11 K 

1 BR week 51 and 52 room 

# 2314 

Garden view $ 22K both weeks 
1 BR week 1 room #2522 10K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

la Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle beach 

1 BR week # 49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week # 50 room # 308 A 
Price : $5 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Spaans lagoon 

3 Bedroom 2 bath Ocean view 

Price : $340 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214917 






HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra Del Sol Golf 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view Fully furnished 
With garage $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Gold Coast 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath $ 290 K 
3 Bedroom , 3 Bath $480 K 
2 BR 2 Bath with pool $385K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le Vent on eagle beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 5th floor $ 
800K 

3 Bedroom 2 bath ground floor 
$800K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle resort 

Eagle beach 

1 BR wk # 2 room # 2579 

1 BR wk # 3,4 room # 3556 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

3 BR wk # 51 and 52 room # 
2548 

$60 K both weeks 

2 BR wk # 2 3,4 room # 3508 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 

1 Br wk # 50 room # 1406 
30 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 Br wk #52 room # 401 
25 weeks remain $ 12 K 
Call : 011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 












HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

Studio wk # 2 room # 4205 $9 K 
1 Bedroom wk #3 room # 4102 
$8 K 

22 weeks remain each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

1 BR wk # 3,4,5 room # 4226 
24 weeks remain $9 K each 

2 BR wk# 3 room # 4215/4216 
23 weeks remain $ 18 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

Platinum floating week 

1 BR 18 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Studio 25 weeks remain $7 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k); 
Week 13/1509 (13k); 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k). 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 


214832 


For Sale week 52 fixed 
Divi Golf Eagle building ground 
floor 1 bedroom sleeps 4 
Price: US$17,000 OBO 
Call: 297 5930040 
214920 





Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $17,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WE 51 Oceanside $52,000 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2? Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 
3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $29,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,000 
1 Bed ocean front $13,000 
1 Bed ocean View $11,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 11 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $17,400 

Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1] 


Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
properts . 





Contact: 
stephanier(@ conciergerealty.com 
888-888-2204 Ext 109 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Stephanie Reidel 
www facedook.com/ groupe MamottAnbaSurli 
www facebook .com/qroups/MamottAruba'OQoean 





— HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 


Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





FelesSejeje)< 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Denzel Washington on directing: ‘I’m still learning’ 


: “a 





This mage released by Sony Pictures shows Chanté Adams, left, and Michael B. Jordan in a scene from Columbia Pictures’ “A 


Journal for Jordan.” 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 

AP National Writer 
Preparing to direct “A Jour- 
nal for Jordan,” a_ bitter- 
sweet love story opening 
on Christmas Day, Denzel 
Washington says he took a 
“master class.” 

That master class consisted 
of starring in a movie direct- 
ed by Joel Coen, “The Trag- 
edy of Macbeth,” which 
opens the same day. “| 
steal from the best,” Wash- 
ington says with a smile. 
Denzel Washington the ac- 
tor has some 60 films under 
his belt, plus two Oscars, 
and at 66 Is universally re- 
garded as one of the alll- 
time greats. Denzel Wash- 
ington the director has just 
completed his fourth fea- 
ture. “| don’t call myself a 
director,” he said matter- 
of-factly in an interview last 
week. “I'm still learning.” 
Before “A Journal for Jor- 
dan,” based on the book 
by former New York Times 
editor Dana Canedy about 
her fiance, who fought and 
died in Iraq, and the journal 
of life lessons he left their 
baby son, Washington's 
most recent directorial ef- 
fort was “Fences.” The 2016 
film version of the August 


Wilson play starred Wash- 
ington himself and Viola 
Davis, wno won an Oscar. 
Washington directed him- 
self in his other two fea- 
ture outings as well — “The 
Great Debaters” in 2007 
and “Antwone Fisher’ in 
2002. But he says he’d rath- 
er stay offscreen when he’s 
at the helm. 

“| prefer not being in the 
films,” he said. “Early on, 
it had to do with me be- 
ing able to raise the mon- 
ey to get the films made. 
Then ‘Fences,’ obviously 
we had great success on- 
stage, so that translated 
to film. But | enjoy being a 
more _ behind-the-scenes 
kind of guy.” Aside from his 
recent collaboration with 
Coen, whom he calls “one 
of the greatest directors,” 
Washington says he sought 
insight from some other di- 
rectors he admires. 

“| soent a great day with 
Paul Thomas Anderson a 
month or so ago, fo listen 
to how he works,” he said. 
“And Steve McQueen, I've 
been talking with a little bit. 
I'm learning how to do it, 
so I'm interested in learning 
from the best. So, I’ve been 
talking to the best.” 


Michael B. Jordan says he, 
too, Is interested in learn- 
ing from the best — which 
is why if was so impact- 
ful for him to be directed 
by Washington. The actor 
gives a charismatic perfor- 
mance as Canedy’s fian- 
ce, Ist Sgt. Charles Monroe 
King, who was killed in lrag 
in 2006 at age 48. (Canedy 
is portrayed by Chante Ad- 
ams.} 

“To be able to work so 
closely with him was really 
important,” Jordan said in 
an interview. “It was a mas- 
ter class, honestly.” 

“AS an actor, you know, 
growing up, watching all 
his movies, watching his 
performances and being 
Curious about his process 
— like, ‘Man, | wonder how 
the greatest of all time re- 
hearses’ or how he breaks 
down his character,’” Jor- 
dan mused. “His persoec- 
tive of character is so lay- 
ered. You really realize, 
‘Oh, THIS is why you’re Den- 
zel, got it! lve been doing 
great, but then this is the 
next level.’” 

And Jordan said working 
with Washington was espe- 
cially important given that 
he’s about to embark on 
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his own directorial debut, 
directing — and starring in 
— the upcoming “Creed 
II.” 

“Knowing that | was di- 
recting ‘Creed Ill’ next, he 
made it a point to take me 
to the side a lot, you know? 
| was always kind of in his 
back pocket, watching 
and asking questions and 
(him) giving me little gems,” 
Jordan said. 

The actor told the story of 
how Washington asked 
him one day whether he 
had a_ storyboard = artist 
lined up — he hadn't, and 
wasn't planning to for sev- 
eral months — and within 
moments, Washington was 
making introductions. 

“He was like, ‘No, no, get 
one now,” Jordan said. “He 
picked up his phone and 
he called this guy, Warren 
Drummond. And he was 
like, ‘Warren, it’s D. | got 
Mike B. here, and he’s get- 
ting ready to direct ‘Creed 
Il."’”” Washington put Jordan 
on the phone, and soon a 
deal was made. 

“So it’s from something as 
generous as that to, he was 
always giving me advice 
for what to look for because 
there's another layer to If — 


there’s not a lot of people 
who have directed them- 
selves,” Jordan said. “And 
that’s what's really chal- 
lenging for me on this one.” 
Washington, Jordan says, 
told him that he needed to 
“identify the few opinions 
that you're really going to 
anchor your choices on, 
because you're not going 
to have time to run back 
to the monitors every take 
and see what you got.” 
Washington said the origi- 
nal plan was not for him to 
direct; he became involved 
with the project through 
longtime producing part- 
ner Todd Black 12 years 
ago, shortly after Canedy 
wrote her story. If took eight 
years to develop a script. 
When Washington saw the 
screenplay, penned by Vir- 
gil Williams, he said “Shoot, 
I'd direct this!” He says he 
was drawn by the beauty 
of the love story — sad, but 
Uplifting. 

Jordan, who also was at- 
tached to the project for 
several years before the 
movie got made, says he 
found a lot to identify with 
in a father journaling for his 
infant son. 

“| journal a lot, and | think 
about legacy all the time,” 
Jordan says. “And one day 
having a family. And | think 
about my time on this Earth, 
and what do | do with it¢” 
But another key reason 
he stuck with the film, as 
it developed and his own 
dance card filled up rapid- 
ly in Hollywood, was Wash- 
ington. “Denzel directing 
was a dream come true,” 
he says. Washington says 
mentorshio was important 
to him as well — beginning 
with an English and theater 
teacher at Fordham Univer- 
sity, Robinson Stone, “one 
of my first mentors who 
could see the potential | 
had.” “And just over the 
years, I’ve been blessed 
to work with some of the 
greatest filmmakers ever, 
so | steal from the best,” he 
said. “Trying to learn from 
the best, from Spike (Lee) 
to Tony Scott, Ridley Scott, 
Norman Jewison, Richard 
Attenborough, Jonathan 
Demme. | take a little from 
all of them, and try to apply 
it fo what I’m learning how 
to do.”) 
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U.S. names Quinn coach, Vanbiesbrouck GM for no-NHL Olympics 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Hockey Writer 

David Quinn was supposed 
to be an assistant on Mike 
Sullivan’s coaching © staff 
for the U.S. men’s hockey 
team at the upcoming 
Winter Olympics. 

After the NHL decided not 
to send players to Beijing, 
Quinn is now in charge as 
U.S. coach and John Van- 
biesbrouck Is the latest 
general manager in USA 
Hockey’s first shiff to plan B 
for another Olympics with- 
out the best hockey players 
in the world. 

“To be named the head 
coach under these circum- 
stances, it’s bittersweet in 
some ways,” Quinn said on 
a video call Monday. “We 
all were hoping that the 
NHL guys were going to go, 
but to be named the head 
coach for the 2022 Olym- 
pic team is an incredible 
honor.” 

Quinn, 55, was the only 
member of the _ initial 
coaching staff not cur- 


rently working in the NHL. 
He coached the New York 
Rangers the past three sea- 
sons after five years at Bos- 
ton University. 
Internationally, Quinn most 
recently coached for the 
U.S. as an assistant at the 
2016 world championships 
and was also on staff for 
that tournament in 2007 
ana. 2012: 

“All those opportunities for 
me have prepared me for 
this,” Quinn said. 

Instead of a U.S. roster fea- 
turing the likes of Auston 
Matthews, Patrick Kane 
and Seth Jones, Vanbies- 
brouck will be tasked with 
drawing from the college 
ranks and European pro- 
fessional leagues, similar to 
2018. 

“He certainly has the great- 
est handle on the overall 
player pool of American 
players,” USA Hockey ex- 
ecutive director Pat Kelle- 
her said of Vanbiesbrouck. 
“He's been involved with 
the NHL and our NHL peo- 


ple involved for the 2022 
Olympic team, so no one 
better to serve as the GM 
of our team than John Van- 
biesbrouck, who can take 
what we’ve been doing so 
far to move forward.” 
Vanbiesbrouck is the third 
person to take over Olym- 
pic roster preparations af- 
ter Minnesota Wild GM Bill 
Guerin replaced Stan Bow- 
man, who resigned after 
an investigation found he 
had a prominent role in 
the Chicago Blackhawks 
mishandling sexual assault 
allegations in 2010. Guerin 
stepped aside when the 
NHL pulled out. 

“This turn of events, we 
have to get to work and we 
have to get to work quickly 
selecting our team,” Van- 
biesbrouck said. 
Vanbiesbrouck has served 
as USA Hockey’s assistant 
executive director of hock- 
ey operations for the past 
three and a half years. A 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Famer 
who played 953 NHL games 
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New York Rangers coach David Quinn gestures from the bench 
during the third period of the team’s NHL hockey game against 
the Boston Bruins in Boston on Jan. 19, 2019. 


as a goaltender from 1981- 
2002, Vanbiesbrouck  re- 
signed as GM and coach 
of a junior hockey team in 
2003 after using a racial slur 
to describe defenseman 
Trevor Daley, who Is Black. 

Upon hiring Vanbiesbrouck 
in 2018, Kelleher said the 
organization looked _ into 
that incident and said, “He 
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looks at if as a terrible situ- 
ation, an awful mistake — 
something that’s helped 
change him for the better.” 
Vanbiesbrouck at the time 
apologized, adding: “It's 
not who lam. If doesn’t de- 
fine me as a person and | 
have no prejudices in me, 
and if will never happen 
again.”L) 
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One of a kind: Ohtani wins AP Male Athlete of Year award 


By GREG BEACHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Most of the time in profes- 
sional sports, it's easy to 
think it's all been done be- 
fore. 

With so many finetuned 
athletes constantly pushing 
each other to the peak of 
human potential, we can 
experience unprecedent- 
ed demonstrations of sport- 
ing brilliance every week of 
our lives. But it's truly rare to 
witness anything that isn't 
fundamentally just a bet- 
ter, more prolific version of 
something we've already 
seen. 

That's why Shohei Ohtani's 
astonishing redefinition 
of modern baseball cap- 
tured the world's attention 
so vividly in 2021 — and 
that's why the Los Angeles 
Angels’ two-way superstar 
is the winner of The Associ- 
ated Press' Male Athlete of 
the Year award. 

The unanimous American 
League MVP put together 
a season with no analogue 
in the past century of his 
sport. Almost no one had 
been an everyday two- 
way player for many de- 
cades — and nobody has 
been both one of base- 
ball's top power hitters 
and one of its best starting 
pitchers since Babe Ruth 
starred at the plate and on 
the mound for the Boston 
Red Sox in 1919. 

"He's doing something we 
haven't seen in our life- 
times, but he's also doing 
it at the very highest level 
of hitting and _ pitching," 
Angels manager Joe Mad- 
don said late in the regular 
season. "He's doing more 
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Los Angeles Angels' Shohei Ohtani is greeted in the dugout after he hit a solo home run during the 





first inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, in Seattle. 


than other players, but he's 
also doing it better than 
almost everybody else on 
that field, and those are 
the greatest players in the 
game, his contemporaries. 
He's playing their game, 
but he's also playing a dif- 
ferent game." 

Ohtani hit 46 homers and 
drove in 100 runs with a 
965 OPS while playing in 
126 games as the AL's best 
designated hitter, as evi- 
denced by his Silver Slugger 
award. He finished third in 
the majors in homers after 
leading the sport for much 
of the season. 

Ohtani also started 23 
games on the mound, go- 
ing 9-2 with a 3.18 ERA and 
156 strikeouts over 130 1/3 
innings as the Angels’ ace 
and one of the AL's topo 
right-handers. He has a 100- 


mph fastball, but his splitter 
might be the best pitch in 
baseball, with movement 
that resembles a ball rolling 
off the edge of a table. 
The 6-foot-4 soecimen also 
was among the fastest bas- 
erunners in the majors while 
stealing 26 bases and scor- 
ing 103 runs. He even led 
the league with eight triples 
— and he also played a lit- 
tle outfield when asked. 
Any one of these achieve- 
ments would be impressive 
for a 27-year-old hitting his 
prime in his fourth season 
since moving from Japan 
to the major leagues. 
Doing if all at the same 
time is something that al- 
most nobody who's cur- 
rently alive had ever seen. 
Ohtani kept baseball's 
historians and statheads 
metaphorically buried up 
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to their eyes in dusty record 
books all summer as they 
dug into the early 20th cen- 
tury annals to identify the 
last players to accomplish 
the statistical superlatives 
Ohtani was currently blaz- 
ing past. 

Mike Trout, Ohtani's three- 
time AL MVP teammate, 
called Ohftani's season 
“nothing short of electric." 
"At times, | felt like | was 
back In Little League," Trout 
added. "To watch a player 
throw eight innings, hit a 
home run, steal a base and 
then go play right field was 
incredible." 

Fans across the world 
agreed: Despite his soft- 
sooken personality and 
single-minded focus on his 
sport, Ohtani has become 
an icon wherever base- 
ball is played and a known 





figure even beyond the 
game's traditional borders. 
"I've never seen fans get 
to balloarks so early and 
stay to the end," Red Sox 
manager Alex Cora said in 
July. "That's what he's bring- 
ing to the equation. | love 
it. Seems like every pitch 
when he's aft the plate, you 
can hear the oohs and 
aahs. | think it's great for 
baseball.” 

Ohtani's success not only 
commanded fans’ atten- 
tion on both sides of the 
Pacific, but also reignited 
a debate long considered 
finished about the merits 
of sports specialization in 
Qa country where young 
athletes are offen encour- 
aged to stop competing 
in multiole disciplines even 
before they reach their 
teens. Nobody currently 
has Ohtani's overall talents, 
but big-league teams are 
increasingly open to the 
possibility of two-way con- 
tributors across their organi- 
zations. 

Ohtani lives a quiet life in 
both Anaheim and Ja- 
pan, but he is unfailingly 
gracious when lauded for 
his unique achievements. 
Sometimes he seems just 
as surprised by his multifac- 
eted success as the rest of 
the world, while at other 
times he expresses the Qul- 
et confidence necessary to 
do such a thing in the first 
place. 

"I'm a student of the game, 
so | do feel like | need to 
grow every year, and | 
think I've been able to do 
that," Ohtani said through 
his interoreter and constant 
companion, lopel Mizu- 
hara. 
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Holiday Bowl scrapped as virus issues 
hit UCLA before kick 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — The Hol- 


teams for their games. 
North Carolina State is the 
fifth Atlantic Coast Con- 


postseason college foot- 
ball game fo be canceled 
when UCLA was forced to 
pull out just hours before 
Tuesday's kickoff because 
of COVID-19 issues with the 
team. 

The Bruins were scheduled 
to face No. 18 North Caroli- 
na State at Petco Park, the 
home of the San Diego Pa- 


has disrupted a second 
straight bowl season. 

The Hawaii, Military, Fen- 
way and Arizona bowls 
have already been can- 
celed due to virus out- 
breaks leaving teams 
without enough available 
players. ine 5Un aad Gator 
bowls have had fo scram- 
ble to find replacement 


ference team to have its 
bowl disrupted by the virus. 
Miami, Virginia and Boston 
College all had to with- 
draw from their games. 
Wake Forest is set to play 
in the Gator Bowl, but will 
face Rutgers instead of 
Texas A&M as_ originally 
scheduled.) 





UCLA quarterback Dorian Thompson-Robinson pulls back to 
throw a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football 
game against California on Nov. 27, 2021, in Pasadena, Calif. 
Associated Press 











